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Farm Board Announces Tentative Conditions to Govern Loans 
to Proposed Fruit Growers Cooperatives in Michigan 
and Wisconsin 

The Federal Farm Beard announced on December 10 that 
a tentative understanding has been reached with representatives 
of Michigan and Wisconsin fruit growers cooperative associa- 
tions looking to the development of a unified cooperative mar- 
keting program. The agreement provides that: 

1. The cooperative associations representing the sour 
cherry producers of Michigan and Wisconsin are to form a 
single cooperative for the handling, processing and marketing 
of sour cherries of the following territories: Manistee, Benzie, 
Grand Traverse, Leelanau, Kalkaska, Antrim, and Charlevoix 
counties, Michigan, and Door, Kewaunee and Brown counties, 
Wisconsin. 

2. The cooperative associations representing the produc- 
tion of cherries, pears, apples, peaches, plums, grapes and small 
fruits of the commercial territory of Michigan: Mason, Oceana, 
Newaygo, Muskegon, Kent, Ottawa, Allegan, Van Buren, Kala- 
mazoo, Berrien, Case and Manistee Counties, excepting cherries 
in Manistee County, are to form a single cooperative for the 
handling, processing and marketing of these fruits. 

8. A joint central marketing agency is to be set up by both 
of the contemplated cooperative corporations. 

When the sour cherry corporation has secured membership 
contracts representing 60 per cent of the production of sour 
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cherries in the Wisconsin-Michigan territory based on the year 
1929, the Board will grant a line of credit to the corporation of 
$720,000 for the acquisition by construction or purchase of fa- 
cilities for the processing of the commodity. These advances 
are to be limited to 60 per cent of the appraised value of the 
facilities acquired or constructed and are to be secured by first 
mortgages on all properties now owned by the sour cherry co- 
operatives and upon the facilities acquired or constructed. These 
loans to be completely amortized in twelve years. New member- 
ship contracts obtained by the sour cherry corporation are to 
run for the life of the association with privilege of withdrawal 
annually for a period of thirty days after delivery for two crop 
years. 

In the case of the second corporation the Board will grant 
a line of credit of $1,200,000 for the acquisition by construction 
or purchase of facilities for the marketing and processing of the 
fruits handled by the corporation when it has secured member- 
ship contracts representing 50 per cent of the tonnage of the 
fruits, based upon the year 1929. 

The advances are to be limited to 60 per cent of the mort- 
gaged property the same as is the case with the sour cherry cor- 
poration and is to be amortized in twelve years. Membership 
contract provisions are the same as those for the sour cherry 
corporation. 

The following provisions are applicable to both proposed 
facilities loans: 

“(a) Provision is to be made for the creation and continu- 
ance of a joint central marketing agency by both of the contem- 
plated cooperative corporations. 

“(b) It is further understood that the management and 
policies of all three organizations above referred to are to be 
satisfactory to and approved by the Board and provision shall 
be made for the continuation of the cooperative character of the 
separate organizations, their management in accordance with 
the Board's requirements, and all three shall agree that the 
Board may have the privilege of examining their books and rec- 
ords at any reasonable time. 

“(c) Provisions shall be made in the organizations satis- 
factory to the Board for the admission of other producer mem- 
bers or other cooperatives upon equitable terms. 

“(d) It is further understood that in the marketing con- 
tracts provisions will be made for deductions in contract and 
for publicity to the several fruits. The lines of credit above re- 
ferred to, unless theretofore used, will expire on July 31, 1931. 
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“(e) All costs and expenses of appraisals, examination of 
titles, legal services and other charges incident to the granting 
of the loan or issuance and recordation of the papers are to be 
paid by the respective borrowers. 


“The determination as to the compliance with the foregoing 
conditions is to rest exclusively with the Federal Farm Board 
and, in case of compliance therewith to the satisfaction of the 
Board, all papers, applications, notes, mortgages and other docu- 
ments are to be in a form and with provisions likewise approved 
by the Board.” 


Participating in the conference with the Farm Board De- 
cember 3, when the tentative understanding was reached, were 
representatives of the following: Door County Fruit Growers 
Union; Fruit Growers Canning Co.; Michigan Fruit Growers, 
Inc.; The Michigan Cherry Growers and the Michigan State 
College of Agriculture and the Michigan State Farm Bureau 
Federation. 


Canned Corn Pack in 1929 
The canned corn pack in 1929, according to the U. S. Cen- 
sus Bureau, totaled 17,116,090 cases of all sizes, as compared 
with 14,252,508 cases in 1928. Reduced to equivalent standard 


cases of 24 No. 2 cans, the pack in 1929 was 17,486,744 cases, 
as compared with 14,497,130 in 1928. 


The following table presents statistics for all states for 
which separate figures can be shown without disclosing the pro- 
duction of individual canners: 


Total number of Reutralent total number 

States cases as reported standard cases a 

1928 920 1928 
Illinois 8,111,890 2,080,046 8,152,800 8,016,508 
lowa 400, 404, 2,008,206 2,541,007 


Minnesota 507, 626, 2,604,063 1,647,816 
Maryland G38, 465, 1,648,481 


Wisconsin 
Nebraska 


New Hampshire 
Michigan 
All other states 208,864 


17,116,000 14,252, 508 b 14,407,130 
a Standard case contains 24 cans of No. 2 cans. 
6 Incomplete to the extent of a pentmatety 10 per cent of the total for Indiana, or 
than 1 per cent of the United States tota 
¢ Not shown in order avold disc losing the of individual establishments, 
Ve eee: Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Washington, 
nd Wyoming 


For 1928 & tucky, Monta: Ok T 
en y. Montana, New Hampshire, Oklahoma, Tennessee, 
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Production of Kraut Cabbage in 1929 


The preliminary estimate of the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics of the production of cabbage for kraut in 1929 is 
about 3 per cent above estimated production in 1928, but is one- 
sixth below the high production of 1927. Although the 1929 
acreage was increased 10 per cent over that of 1928, yields have 
been uniformly lower than those obtained in 1928, and consid- 
erably below the average yield during the past five years. The 
lower yields are attributed to the dry weather prevailing in 
many sections during the growing season. 


The following table shows the acreage and production for 
1928 and the acreage and estimated production for 1929, by 


Production 
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Condition of Commercial Truck Crops 


The condition of truck crops in commercial areas on Decem- 
ber 1, as compared with the same date last year, is reported by 
the Division of Crop and Livestock Estimates as follows: 


Beans, snap (Callf., Fla., La., Texas) 
Beets, (La., Texas) 

Cabbage, (Calif., Fla., La., 8. C., Texas) 
Carrots, (Calif., La., Texas) 
Cauliflower, Calif.) 


Cucumbers, (Calif.. Fla.) 

Egeplant. (Fla., Texas) 

Onions, Bermuda, (Calif., La., Texas) 
Peas, green, (Calif. Imperial, Fila.) 
Peppers, green, (Calif... 


Carlot Movement of Produce Increases 
In spite of unsettled weather conditions in several parts of 
the country during the week ended December 7 the carlot move- 
ment of several products greatly increased, so that the combined 
shipments of 34 fruits and vegetables were 15,100 cars, or nearly 
the same as last season. Noticeable gains were recorded in the 


states: 
Acreage 
States 1928 1920 
Acres Acres Tons 
2,250 2,700 19,600 
730 1,080 7,300 
670 670 6,200 
9006 0006000000 1,620 1,700 13,000 
00060000080 430 500 4,600 1000 
500 500 7,000 000 
cc 260 320 2,200 900 
2.110 2,300 18,100 1900 
Dec. 1 Dec, 1 
1920 1028 
Per cent Per cent 
76 
sa 85 
Spinach. (Catif.. La.. C.. Temns, Va.) 79 
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movement of potatoes, oranges, cabbage, celery, cauliflower and 
mixed vegetables. Frosts caused considerable damage to the 
tender vegetables in the southern part of Texas, although onions 
and spinach mostly escaped. Truck crops in southern Florida 
had narrow escapes from cold weather. 


Output of Texas grapefruit was again increasing, with 230 
cars for the week, compared with 415 from Florida. About 835 
cars of oranges came from Florida, as against 1,170 a year ago. 
California started 1,600 cars of oranges to market and combined 
movement was one-fourth greater than the preceding week. 


Cauliflower shipments from southern California were 215 
cars, or twice as many as the week before. Texas spinach move- 
ment was fast gaining, but Virginia was still the chief shipping 
State. Shipments of green peas began to arrive from the West 
Coast of Mexico. 


Apple shipments decreased slightly to 1,660 cars, as against 
2,560 during the same week last season. Washington surpassed 
all other states, with a total of 770 cars. Only 300 came from 
the Virginias and about 200 from New York. 


Carlot forwardings of sweet potatoes were greatly increas- 
ing in Delaware, as the Virginia season neared an end. Move- 
ment, however, totaled less than 100 cars daily, with Delaware 
and Tennessee leading. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 
Dee. Dec. Total this Total last 
Commodity to 
Eastern states 62,708 
Imports 7 ‘ 90 o4 
Cauliflower 9,889 
Cabbage: 
1930 
1929 
Carrota: 
1930 
1020 
Green peas: 
Domestic 


String beans 
Tomatoes: 


] 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
2 15 2 24 1,851 
Mixed vegetables: 
500 521 30,711 31,780 33,384 
000 5 ! 2 23 7 47 
a3 129 10,436 25,468 24,180 
leppers: oe 
1990 RO is 2 43 10 3.199 
1929 BONBON . 15 2 3,100 3,565 3.560 
i 2 19 3 566 
Spinach: 
1930 season ...... 343 220 208 10,238 
1920 BONBON . 10,238 10,570 10,598 
1980 BONBON . 3 2 75 6 187 31,502 . 
1929 7 75 28 31,502 30,358 30,396 
oo 30 178 113 278 6.263 
i 


1798 INFORMATION LETTER 


Business Conditions 


Commercial transactions during the week ended December 
7, as reflected by check payments, showed a further slight re- 
cession from the preceding week and were also less than for the 
corresponding week of last year, according to the weekly state- 
ment of the Department of Commerce. Freight car loadings 
for the latest reported week showed a material decline from the 
corresponding week of last year. 

The general index of wholesale prices continued its up- 
ward trend but was still substantially below last year’s level. 
Bank loans and discounts continued to recede but were larger 
than a year ago. Interest rates on time money showed a further 
recession from recent levels, while rates on call money were un- 
changed from the preceding week. Rates on both types of 
money were much lower than a year ago. 

Bond prices continued to advance and approached the level 
for the corresponding week of last year more closely than dur- 
ing any previous week of 1929. Stock prices continued upward 
but were lower than a year ago. 


Business failures were more numerous than during either 


the preceding week or the corresponding week of last year. 


CAR LOADINGS 


Merchandise 
Total Miscellaneous L. & L. Other 
Week ended November 30 87, $02,871 219,940 522.420 


ing week 940,877 257,801 $435,102 
Corresponding week, 1028 ....... 226.169 $94,177 
Correspondin:s week, 1927 $30,653 256.541 922.263 


Farm Prices Show Small Decline 


At 136 per cent of the pre-war level on November 15, the 
general level of farm prices was 4 points lower than on October 
15, and but 2 points higher than a year ago, according to the 
U. S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics. The decline from 
October 15 to November 15 was the result of a general decline 
in the prices of most farm products. The principal exceptions 
to this widespread downward price movement were the seasonal 
advance in the farm price of eggs and a slight upward tendency 


shown by hay prices. 
Pending Legislation of Interest to Canners 


The bills (S. 1133 and H. R. 730) introduced during the 
special session providing for amendment of the Food and Drugs 
Act so as to require informative labeling of canned foods of in- 
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ferior quality, retained their position on the calendar at the open- 
ing of the regular session on December 2. 


Amendment of the Food and Drugs Act so as to define fruit 
jams, fruit preserves, and fruit jellies and apple butter, and to 
provide standards for these products, is authorized in a bill 
(H. R. 6805) introduced by Representative Reed of New York. 
This bill is similar to H. R. 2164, introduced at the special ses- 
sion. 

A five-year construction and maintenance program for the 
U. S. Bureau of Fisheries is provided for in a bill (H. R. 6593) 
introduced by Representative White of Maine. This bill is the 
same as the measure introduced at the last regular session of 
Congress. 

Establishment of a fisheries experiment station on the coast 
of Washington, the cost not to exceed $100,000, is authorized by 
a bill (S. 2447) introduced by Senator Jones of Washington. 


Existing laws governing the inspection of steam vessels 
would be made applicable to vessels propelled by internal com- 
bustion engines, except motor vessels engaged exclusively in 
fishing, by the provisions of a bill (S. 2458) introduced by Sena- 
tor Sheppard. 


Establishment, operation, and maintenance of foreign-trade 
zones in ports of the United States would be authorized by a 
bill CH. R. 6592) introduced by Representative Welsh of Cali- 
fornia. 


Decisions in Canned Fish Trade Mark Cases 


The First Assistant Commissioner of Patents has held that 
an applicant is entitled to the registration of the trade mark 
“Breast O’ Chicken” used upon canned fish, despite the prior 
registration and use of the trade mark “Chicken of the Sea” 
used upon tuna fish. 


A ruling by the Circuit Court of Appeals for the Ninth Cir- 
cuit in an infringement suit between the same parties that the 
two marks were not confusingly similar was held to be determi- 
native of the issue raised in the opposition proceeding in the 
Patent Office. 

In view of the same litigation the Assistant Commissioner 
of Patents held that the notation “White Chicken” was registra- 
ble as a trade mark for tuna fish, the mark being stated not to 
be confusingly similar with the mark “Chicken of the Sea” for 
the same goods. In this proceeding only one of the parties was 
engaged in the litigation before the court. 
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Wholesale and Retail Trade 
Department store sales for November were 1 per cent 
larger than in the corresponding month a year ago, according 
to preliminary reports made to the Federal Reserve System by 
522 stores. Increases in total sales were reported by 241 stores 
and decreases by 281 stores. 


Asks for $15,380,000 to Fight Fruit Fly 
The President has transmitted to Congress a supplemental 
estimate of appropriations for the Department of Agriculture 
amounting to $15,381,000, to continue the work of eradication, 
control, and prevention of the spread of the Mediterranean fruit 
fly. 


Celebrating the Tin Can 

“Were it not so utterly prosaic,” says the Nation's Business 
for December, “the tin can might well be placed beside giant 
locomotives, highpowered cars, flowing concrete highways and 
titanic skyscrapers as one of the symbols of American progress. 
Unfortunately the tin can has a past which seems to bar it from 
such society. It has been pre-empted by the caricaturist and the 
petty wit. It has been exploited so relentlessly as the proper 
ornament for a dog's tail, and the head gear of our comic-page 
buffoons that any attempt to elevate it provokes hoarse laughter. 


“Yet it is difficult to appraise our dependence upon this hum- 
ble container or to estimate the debt which we owe it. The tin 
can has made possible a degree of sanitation in the service of 
food, a facility in the distribution of all kinds of goods and a 
preservation of perishable commodities which have added ma- 
terially not only to the comfort of our existence but to the in- 
come of all whom it serves. 


“From a lowly domestic device the humble tin can has grad- 
uated into an instrument of international trade. It has become 
an ambassador of American commercial progress. Our canned 
goods are going in increasing volume to all parts of the world. 
In the years before the war we exported an average of $20,000,- 
000 worth of canned goods each year. 


“In 1928 our total exceeded $78,000,000 while exports for 
the current year will probably approach $85,000,000. Since 
practically all of these exports are food products the tin can is 
playing an important part in reducing the farmer's surplus. De- 
rided in song and cartoon the tin can is in fact one of the pillars 
of American prosperity.” 
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Loss Caused by Septoria Leaf Spot 

The Plant Disease Reporter for November gives an esti- 
mate of the loss caused by Septoria leaf spot in the tomato crop 
of Indiana in 1928, based upon an inspection in different locali- 
ties of a total of 1,991 acres. The average yield from the 1,199 
acres on which the Septoria was classed as slight or none was 
8.47 tons per acre; from the 671 acres on which it was classed 
as bad, 2.79 tons; and from the 121 acres on which it was classed 
as very bad, 2.26 tons. The disease prevalence was recorded 
before August 10 so that the data obtained may be said to indi- 
cate the effect of very early prevalence of the disease on yield. 
Doubtless the disease was prevalent in nearly all the fields later 
in the season, consequently calculations as to the money loss 
from these data may be considered conservative. 

The actual yield on the 1,991 acres was 6,303 tons; the theo- 
retical yield (based on the yield where Septoria was slight or 
absent) was 6,908 tons, indicating a loss of 605 tons, or 8.7 per 
cent, due to Septoria attack. The actual tomato yield of Indiana 
in 1928 was 149,600 tons. Assuming a similar loss (8.7 per 
cent) for the state crop, the theoretical crop of the state would 
be 163,850 tons. Thus, the estimated loss from early Septoria 
was 14,250 tons. At $12 per ton, the money loss was $171,000. 


Customs Duty on Dried Tomato Pulp 


The United States Customs Court has held in the protest 
case of F. W. Giavi that a commodity made from tomatoes by 
removing the skins and seeds therefrom and then subjecting 
the pulp to processes of cooking and drying, is subject to a duty 
of 40 per cent, as assessed by the collector, rather than at 15 
per cent, as claimed by the importer. 


Report Issued on Handling of Bartlett Pears 


The results of an investigation to determine the earliest 
stage at which Bartlett pears may be picked and still ripen with 
satisfactory quality, the condition of fruit which when picked 
developes the best quality, and the latest stage at which fruit 
may be harvested and still retain storage and dessert quality, 
are presented in Technical Bulletin No. 140, issued by the U. 
S. Department of Agriculture. The investigation also covered 


the influence of storage temperatures upon the rate of ripening ® 
of Bartlett pears. 


Pectic Constituents of Apples in Relation to Softening 


Changes in the pectic constituents of apples in relation to 
softening of the flesh of the fruit are discussed in a paper by M. 
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H. Haller, which appears in the Journal of Agricultural Re- 
search for November, 1929. 

Softening on the tree as apples approach maturity is to some 
extent associated with a decrease in the percentage of proto- 
pectin and a corresponding decrease in total pectic substances, 
whereas the pectin, which is present in very small amounts, re- 
main constant. Softening on the tree cannot be entirely ac- 
counted for by changes in the pectic constituents. The relative 
firmness of different varieties of apple likewise cannot be ac- 
counted for by differences in their pectic constituents. 

Softening in storage is apparently due to the conversion of 
insoluble pectic substances, principally protopectin, into soluble 
form. The rate of conversion at different temperatures is pro- 
portional to the rate of softening. 


Experiments in Drying of Seed Corn 


With the development of the bin system of drying seed corn, 
it has become important to know what temperatures can be used 
in drying the seed without injury to germination, seedling 
growth and maturation. Seed corn of varying stages of ma- 
turity containing different percentages of moisture have been 
dried at varying temperatures by the Wisconsin Agricultural 
Experiment Station, and the resultant seed has been tested. 

With the bin method it was found that temperatures as 
high as 120°F. may be used safely regardless of the initial mois- 
ture content of the corn. When treated by moving air currents 
corn containing a large percentage of moisture will withstand as 
high temperatures as will comparatively dry corn. In commer- 
cial practice the most economical temperature is from 100° to 
110°F. Corn dried at this temperature has given excellent ger- 
mination, seedling growth and maturation. 


Careful tests have shown conclusively that corn dried rap- 
idly (60 hours) as compared to slower drying, has not been in- 
jured as regards its germination, seedling growth or matura- 
tion. There is no experimental data or field proof which sub- 
stantiates the idea that rapid drying injures seed corn, provided 
temperatures are kept below 120'°F. 

; Results secured also indicate that corn can be dried to as 
low as 5 per cent moisture without damage to germination, seed- 
ling growth or maturation, but the more completely the seed 
corn is dried the slower is the germination. Nothing is gained, 
however, by drying below 12 per cent moisture. 
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Increase in Italian Import Duties on Canned Fish 


On December 8, 1929, the Italian Government announced 
customs tariff increases affecting approximately 100 items, to be 
in force from December 7, 1929, according to a radiogram from 
the American commerical attache at Rome. Among the com- 
modities involved are canned fish, other than salmon, which is 
still duty free. The new rates on canned fish are being for- 
warded by mail to the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Com- 
merce, and will be available shortly. Interested concerns should 
communicate with the Foreign Division of that Bureau. 


Greek Production and Importation of Canned Fruits and 
Vegetables 


Figures released by the Hellenic Ministry of National Econ- 
omy and forwarded to the Department of Commerce by the 
American Vice Consul at Athens, give Greek production of 
canned fruits and vegetables at 4,400,000 pounds valued at 
$260,000 during 1928 as compared with 3,300,000 pounds valued 
at $158,000 during 1927. Imports of canned vegetables during 
1928 amounted to 151,096 pounds valued at $16,345 compared 
with 258,060 pounds valued at $20,370 during 1927. Canned 
fruits were not separately shown. 


The Spread of Insect Pests 

The pepper weevil has very seriously affected the crop of 
peppers in parts of New Mexico, Texas and California, accord- 
ing to the Insect Pest Survey Bulletin for November. This in- 
sect has also seriously injured eggplant of the Japanese va- 
riety in southern California. The common eggplant did not seem 
to be infested. 

Additional reports of the finding of the Mexican bean beetle 
continued to be received during September and October. The 
range of this insect now extends well up into Michigan, New 


York and Massachusetts. The spread to the south and west has 
been negligible. 


Handbook of Market Data Issued 


The Commerce Department announces that a 535-page hand- 
book of market data for the entire United States has been com- 
pleted and is now available. 


Three general types of markets are considered in the new 
handbook—the general consumer, the farm, and the industrial. 
In each instance, figures on the factors which determine sales 
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potentialities are presented, thereby permitting an accurate 
evaluation of each particular territory. 

Among these factors considered in the general consumer 
market are income-producing activities, bank deposits, postal 
receipts, newspaper and magazine circulation, automobiles regis- 
tered and trade outlets. For farm markets are given figures on 
such items as cash income from farm sales (the first time ever 
presented), acreage, value of crops and livestock products, etc. 
Under industrial markets are given the number of plants, wage 
earners, wages paid, value of products and value added by manu- 
facture. For the first time, county distribution of mineral pro- 


duction is shown together with the number of employees in the 
mining industry. 


Trend of Living Costs and Food Prices 
In the annual report of the Bureau of Labor Statistics are 
presented several tabulations of statistics showing the trend of 
prices and of the cost of living since 1913. With prices in 1913 


as the base, or 100, the average retail food price index has been 
as follows since that year: 


Index 
908.6 1080 (aix months) 153.6 
153. 


The total cost of living has averaged higher than the aver- 
age retail food prices, as is indicated by the following table of 


index numbers of living costs, with the average for 19138 as the 
base, or 100: 


Date Index Date Index 
200.4 June, 1920 


mber, 1921 


